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Memorandum of Conversation 

DATE: April 16# 1948 


SUBJECT; 


PUBLIC ITT 01 BOGOTA DfZBLLiaXffSB REPOSTS 


participants ’ &*** Admiral R* H. EU*m»*fct«p 

PARTICIPANTS, g/g _ Jfr.. BsOMIsIZM 

&A-A- Hr, Armstrong 


COPIES TO: 


IVws, PjU^f '"'“I 

fv , . f 


Upon entering Admiral Hlllenkoetter' ■ office# he sold to 
Xr. Armstrong "Veil# X kept you off the spot# didn't XT" To 
this Xr* Armstrong replied# "Pejtispa# but you certainly put 
the State Department on it** Adairal Hillenkoet ter admitted 
this, 

I 

Adairal Hillenkoet ter then described the circumstances of 
the hearing before the Committee headed by Congressman Clarence 
Broun on the preceding day* He said that the statement which 
he had made before the Cosatittse had been shown to Adairal Leahy 
(and indicated that the President had been consulted in the 
matter) and that he had then shown It to Secretary Forrestal* 

He stated that Adairal Leahy and Secretary Porreatal had told 
him to go ahead with the statement even if it involved a public 
hearing* Admiral Hillenkoet ter stated that the hearing before 
the Committee bad been first In executive session# but that 
upon its completion# the Chairman bed called in the press and 
required him to read his statement again to the reporters. 

Mr* Hunelsine requested Admiral Hillenkoet tor to explain 
his references In his testimony to the CIA report allegedly 
"censored* by a Xr* 0. J. Libert at BogotA. Adairal Hlllenkoettwr 
picked up a memorandum# a copy of which is attached# and read It* 

The 

m 



I 


UNCLASSIFIED 



IKfifc/'Z 


The nnortadui had boon prepared, ha said, by tha CIA Agent 

Bogota and vaa an explanation of the A.*enfc's 
That ruction* CIA in Washington that tha message ha sent on 
March 23rd ahould not ba forwarded to tha State Department. 

Mr. Humelsine and Mr. Armstrong noted that tha statement did not 
indicata that, Ambassador Baaulac had intarpoaad any objection 
to tha massage being transmitted to tha Stata Department and that 
tha CIA Agent had accaptad ungues t 1 onln&ly tha authority of an 
administrative officer of tha Intarnational Conferences Division 
as sufficiant to block tha transmission of ths mas saga. Mr. Arm- 
strong asked why tha Agent had not gone back to tha Ambassador 
urged tha, sanding of tha information, if ha thought It was 
important* Admiral Hlllenkoetter responded that tha Agent had . 
to f live* with tha Smbaasy and tharafora could not afford to 
antagonise tha personnel there. 


Mr. Humelsine than said to Admiral Hlllenkoetter, M It is 
Inconceivable to me that you personally could have had the ia- 
forMtlon sc which your man attached such importance and not 
have sent it to the Department regardless of your subordinate f u 
ins tructions from Bogota.” Admiral Hlllenkoetter replied that 
in hindsight ho felt ha should have dona so and that, in fact, 
whan tha information was received, on or about March 23, ha had 
suggsatsd doing so. However, in a discussion of tha mattsr with 
his Deputy, General 2. K. Wright, his Kkseutlve Offlcar, 

Captain Pord, Colonel Galloway, the Deputy Director for 

Special Operational, he had been advised against doing so .n the 
grounds that their man in Bogota would be placed in serious trouble 
vis-a-vis the Ambassador and the staff. 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter went on to indicate the general 


leas covert operations 
I posts. Ha partieu- 



charaoter of the difficulties^ which his ovo 
have encountered at various 

larly refarred to & situation at ^ ______ 

and pointed out that the 
mad had gone to ■■■■tin September 1CT7 and had not as yet bean 
sole to make ; an^ official report or even send official word of 
his arrival on duty. Mr. Humolsine said that tills was naws to 
him and, it balng a serious matter, would ba Investigated at once. 


Admiral Hlllenkoetter than recited tha history of the eflorts 
CIn has mad# to obtain departmental agreement to the enlargement 
of Its overse as staff and sald_ tliat since July 1J47 he had beeu 
trying to »?at ^ & dltlonal number of agents 

without success. Ho statadtnat ha had talked to Mr. Peurifoy 
about it last fall and had at first found him sympathetic to his 
request tend to the CIA's staffing problem. After a further dela-s , 
Mr. P curl foy had written him to the effect that the additional 


assignments 
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assignments not only would not be granted, but that by January 
1st tbs overseas Tores would haws to bs reduced to no mors than 
200 agents « Hs recalled that Ur. Peurlfoy had subsequently told 
him that hs had signed tt.is letter only with ’Vreafc reluctance" . 
Admiral Hill enkoet tor ountsd conversat ion* which hs had had 

with Ur. Amour, Ur. Heal, Ur. hsvndal, and others on ths subject 
In which ths divergence of views on ths Tunc t Ion oT CIA In ths 
flsld be casta apparent. Ho stated that hs had also talked to 
Secretary Porrsstal and that tho lattsr had talksd to iw. Lovett. 
It had been sgreed bstwsen than that ths Committee surveying 


Admiral Hlllonkoetter said that the CIA had bean unjust I- 
Tlably, In his opinion, put on the spot by the State Department ’ s 
failure to relsaso publicly the Information which had been given 
by Lincoln tfhifce at a Thursday evening, April 15th, press conference 
and that hs thought ths Department deserved whatever heat ml. ht 
now bs on It. Ur. Humelslne pointed out that the Stats Depart- 
ment looked upon this situation as being the responsibility of 
ths Executive branch of the Oovernment, not of one department 
which could disclaim responsibility by shirting the burden to 
another. He asked ths Director why ha had not informed the 
Department that Cl a was under pressure and requested its coopera- 
tion. Ur. Husolsiot recalled bo the Director that he had tele- 
phoned him, at Mr. Lovett *s request, when he first hoard that 
there would be a congressional investigation and had asked him 
if there was anything the State Department could do to help. 

Ur. Armstrong said that he too had talaphoned the Direotor in 
the same vein and noted that in neither case had the Director 
indicated that ths CIAA was under disturbing pressure or that 
the State Department could, or should, do anything in ths cir- 
cumstances. Admiral Hlllenkoetter referred to the fact that 
the newspapers and radio had continuously indicated that CIA 
was baing held accountable for the alleged Intel licence failure 
at botota and said that the Department should have known tiuit 
the only corrective would be to issue a statement on the 
quantity and qi ality of information that had been available. 

Admiral Hlllenkoetter then reverted to the difficulties 
he has encountered in getting his program implemented through 
the State Department and the Foreign Service and said that he 
wouli much prefer to have relations with the Department cen- 
tralized in one office and thAt If ho could do all of hia 



business 



buslnass with Ur* Armstrong** offics, ha thought that bat tar 
rosult* would amnia* Ha amphasisod that his relations with 
Ur. Armstrong and fchw aubstantlva slds of intalll^onca wore 
satisfactory, and that h« hopad that the Dspartmant would taka 
tttsps to maka hlo rolationa osntcr In ons placa . Ur* ttu«alsina 
said that ha thought this was assantlal and should ba oarrlad 
into off wot and ha would so raport to Ur « Lowatt* 


In closing, Adnlral Hill onlcoat tar statad that if 
with tha Dai 


at ions 



to Inf or* tha Prasldant and , if noesssary, 
tangrass, that fcfaajr could not hold him raaponsibl a for obtain* 
lng tha lntalllganaa information that ha is chargad with at 
praaant. Us statad that ha would bava to bring tha blocking 
of his plana by tha Dapartuanfc to public noti.es, alnea not, In 
soma oasas, ha la abla to gat only 6 Q% or lass of tha information 
that ha should and would got if his program wars fully put Into 
•ffaot* 


S/S*CHHumalaina«DHU 
SA- A j*P Armstrong 


IKUbs/t 
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the O.S. delegationtoth 
on March 50th. pHill 


On or aooufc 15 inarch 1$48, a request wag re ceived fx>om the 

to a apply him 
arrival or TTaneral Marshall and 
ha Fan American Conference , scheduled to coirrvanca 

explained tliat ha had Information to tha of faot 

that Communist JjE&piredr'eleinents would attempt to aabarrasa ana discredit 
our Secretary of State and tha U.b. delegation upon arrival in do ota, 
ahloh was ©xpected by the pollca to ba about *‘xroh ~7th. fhe purposs of 
his request was to enable tbs pollca to provide adequate protaction and 
thus avoid any incidant which might causa tha United States or tha 
Colombian Ooverruaent ambarraaarcant • Tha pollca information was to tha 
affact that tha lacratary would ba assaulted by a hostilo demonstration, 
in which rot tan eggs and tonatoas would ba hurlad. 


t. Ir-nvadiafealy upon receipt of this information tha U.3. 
Ambassador was orally advisad by m at hia of flea in tha ^-rabassy oi. 
all tha details. ; Ho requested that tha Information ba passad to tha 
dsbassy udminlstrutlve Officer, Ur. Edward Cr uch, and to a dr. 0. J. 
Libert, an officer of the Jlvision of Internet ion Confarnces of tho 
State Lapartaant f identified to me as tha advanoa agent for tha U.S« 
delegation. 

S. Tha Administrative Officer and Mr. Libert ware both ad- 
vised of these circumstance* and requested to supply my offica with tha 
neeessary information for transmission to the police. Line# there woe 
some uncertainty as to tha exact arrival dates of General Marshall 
and the U.b. delegation, these gentlemen ware unable to supply the 
preciee information needed, but indicated that they would pass thin 
Information to our office vliin known. 


4. Several conferences wore held thereafter with »~r. -.inert 
on the subjeot, during the course of which I sag sted that -*©ueral 
•tarsnall be apprised of the gravity of the situation so that lie r-ight 
advise the i\«basey of hie specific plans for arrival at tu© Coruerenca. 
ar. Libert decided that a cable to the -tate .department, no matter how 
highly classified, would pass through too many hands and would, in, his 
opinio:*, cause alarm. He felt that if it were necessary to cotsminioate 
with ioreral Marshall on this subject it would be better for him to 
direct an airmail latter tc General Marshall widLch would e some by 
the cacratary only. He concluded therefore cliat he would like the 
privilege of advising Hr. Marshall himself If he felt it necessary 
in the circumstances.* 
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HUSHED 
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Secretary Marshall and the f J*$. -•elcgution upon their arrival, and that 
the** demonstrations would involve possible personal molestation of „.c. 
personal 1 ties. ^J>nes this inform ation confirmed the report #« had 
earlier received nnMn I fait obliged to urge upon «r* Lioert 
the necessity of ¥upplytn ■ us With information on the Secretary's arrival 
- vsn at that late date, it was not known tpocilically what .reneral 
Marshall's plans were and since Mr* Libert still felt that notice 
to 'reneral hors hull might cauae undue alarm, X elected to send a cable 
to a* In? ton headquarter* cut linin^rth* situation a* stated a eve, and 
indicating kr. Libert * 2 position In the natter* Uy purpose in eendirvt 
the cable was to indicate that the information was In our hand* and 
that we had done everything within our power to make the Information 
available to the ^mbaaeadcr and to the State department's advance agent 
for the delegates* My request that the information be not passed to 
the State ueoertnent was node solely beeause uf Ur* Libert's expressed 
wishes that any coranunication of this matter to Lashin-rton be handled 
by him. 



